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A Study on Stopover Demand of Foreign Tourists at Takasaki City

Takao IKADO
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Summary

The number of foreign tourists who visited Japan and the amount of consumption of those
tourists have been increasing. Takasaki City, as well as other local governments, is busy taking
measures for inbound tourists. However, the author had a question about the itineraries of many
foreign tourists for sightseeing and skiing that they may go straight to Nagano Prefecture and
Niigata Prefecture without visiting Takasaki City. The author conducted the questionnaire survey
of foreign tourists in Nagano Prefecture and Niigata Prefecture on Takasaki City’s publicity,
attractiveness of the tourism resources and their desires to visit Takasaki City. Prior to the

survey, students researched Takasaki Tourism Association and other relevant organizations and
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extracted tourist resources foreigners are likely to visit. Then, they created the questions and
interviewed 122 foreign tourists at three tourist sites. The survey results showed that unexpected
tourist resources such as Doukutsu Kannon (33 kinds of statue of Goddess of Mercy in cave) and
Mount Ushibuse observation deck ranked high. This survey is just a simplified and preliminary
study and the results cannot lead to the conclusion reflected in politics. However, students could

break a barrier against foreigners and gain valuable experience through the survey.
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