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Pico hydropower systems in the piedmont of Mt. Akagi, Gunma :
Off-grid electricity generation pre- and post-World War II
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Summary

It is important to examine local production for the local consumption of natural energy
from the viewpoint of socio-cultural aspects. This article focuses on case studies of an off-
grid small power system in the western part of Mt. Akagi, Gunma prefecture, from before and
after World War II, as a means of identifying directions for future research. The results show
that especially in the postwar case studies, people made efforts in their everyday activities to
maintain a stable electricity supply by caring for the natural environment and condition of
machines, as well as accommodating each other’s needs for small electricity. It seems effective
to focus on cases from the postwar period for future research because it is comparatively
easy to collect information from oral sources, which often reflects socio-cultural elements.
In modern times, sometimes natural energy is considered just one of multiple ways to
complement existing lifestyles based on large-scale production and consumption. To avoid
this, it is important to reexamine and learn from the experiences that people had of feeling a

sense of closeness to ‘limited energy” in the past.
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