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The Guidelines of Medical Associations for Terminal Medical Care
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Summary

This paper aims to examine the guidelines for terminal medical care published by medical
associations. Unlike in the United States and European countries, in Japan, there exists
no statue for terminal medical care other than only some exceptions. For this reason, the
guidelines set out by the Ministry of Health Welfare and the ones published by each medical
association have an important function in the society. This paper attempts to put the major
guidelines published by medical associations in chronological order and examine them from
a comprehensive viewpoint. The author is convinced that combination of advantages of

respective guidelines may help developing better norms.
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