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Abstract

The lunisolar calendar had been used for more than 1000 years in Japan before the
calendar reform adopting the solar calendar on January 1, 1873. It is well-known that it
took a long time for widespread of the solar calendar in Japan due to sudden introduction
without explanation. And it was difficult for people of the Meiji period to soon become
familiar with the new system.

Previous studies of private diaries and other historical records showed that the adoption
of the solar calendar was initially limited and people continued to use the lunisolar calendar
for some time. However, the number of those studies is small and the studies conducted
in some limited local area don't capture the entire picture of spread of the solar calendar
across the country.

The library of the National Astronomical Observatory of Japan has a historical document,
the Meiji 22nen Ryoreki Shiyou Torishirabesho (the Survey 1889 on Usage of the Old and
New Calendar), an administrative document compiling the reports of the nationwide survey
in 1889 on usage of old and new calendars, which has been known to only a few individuals
working in the Observatory or specializing in Japanese history of astronomy. The survey
was conducted by Terao Hisashi (1855-1923), the first director of Tokyo Astronomical
Observatory (the predecessor of the National Astronomical Observatory of Japan) in order
to get the picture of the spread of the solar calendar at that time. He sent the questionnaire
sheets to district offices in all prefectures from Hokkaido to Okinawa to see the spread of
the solar calendar in the country and the reasons people still continued to use the lunisolar
calendar. The Meiji 22nen Ryoreki Siyou Torishirabesho is a promising and important
historical document revealing the reasons for refusing to use the solar calendar and
showing nationwide usages of the solar calendar and the lunisolar calendar at that time, but
it has yet to be thoroughly studied.

This paper works on a basic study of this historical document, the Meiji 22nen Ryorek:
Shiyvou Torishirabesho, and explores the background and process of the survey with a
biography of Terao Hisashi. This paper includes excerpts from the survey report, and
reveals the general trend in usage of the solar calendar and the attributes of users of each
calendar as of 1889.
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