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Summary

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the essays written by Japanese first-year students
in a university and to show the necessity of teaching implicit knowledge that university
student’s level of explanation requires persuasive justification.

Since the 1990s, Japanese universities have begun to gradually provide writing education
for first-year university students after the example of the Western academic writing
education, and the initial goal was to teach them logical structure and quotation style in
order that they might write a report or paper all by themselves. However, it was found
out that many students were lack of even basic writing rules such as paragraphing
and indentation and the initial goal was too high for them to achieve. Therefore, some
universities have launched efforts to provide the first-year students with lessons of basic
writing rules.

One example of the efforts is the “Japanese Literacy I” course in the faculty of Economics,
Takasaki City University of Economics (TCUE), which is the compulsory subject for the
first-year students of the faculty. The lecture provides the students with basics of writing
rules and logical structuring. It becomes successful at improvement of writing form but
does not work well in improving writing content. In fact, many short essays of about 400
Japanese characters which the students wrote in the class have little substance and are
so far from reaching the content level that they do not deserve to be proofread. The main
cause is their lack of knowledge about what explanation is required for university students.
Although some students learn how to make the content persuasive, many students don't
learn it through the correction process. Therefore, explicit teaching is required to inculcate
implicit knowledge of persuasive justification clearly and completely to the students who
don't have the knowledge.

This paper focuses on and analyzes essays written by the first-year students in the

“Japanese Literacy I” course of the TCUE to demonstrate the necessity of explicit teaching

of persuasive justification and discusses the methodology.
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pa| BN | SA 24N SN 3N 8N 9N | TA | TA | 2N
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