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A Study of the Norm of Conduct for Physicians in “Cessation
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Abstract

This paper aims to examine the norms of conduct for physicians in terminal medical care
in terms of cessation of medical treatments. In Japan, there are few statutes for medical
care. But the norm of conduct should not be confined to the statutes. The norms include not
only guidelines promulgated by administrative agencies and decisions made by courts but
also ethics of medical profession. Moreover, the guidelines announced by medical societies
also serve as behavioral guidelines for physicians.

This paper examines the above norms of conduct in Japan in chronological order from
a historical point of view to explore the norm of conduct better suited for discontinuation
of treatment in Japan and makes a comparison with statues in Germany to provide a legal

perspective for terminal medical care, which has not been discussed so far in Japan.
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