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Summary

New Finnish national core curriculum (NCC) was announced in December,2014 and
fully implemented in fiscal 2016 starting in August. Districts have developed individual
curriculums based on the national standard.

The paper introduces, examines and discusses the current status of education reform by
focusing on the actual circumstances in Tampere area of localized curriculum and teacher
training system based on new NCC.

Previous international surveys have shown that Finnish children have high academic
achievement. They are surely taught by Finnish teachers. Finnish teachers complete the
five-year course at university and graduate school. Many practicing teachers complete the
course since the system started in 1979. They also experience several long-term teaching
practices and internships during the teacher training period. It can be said that Finnish
teacher's quality is high on average and they have scholarly credentials, competence and
attitude. This means that high-quality education is provided by high-quality teachers with
scholarly credentials, competence and attitude.

Moreover, individual teachers are traditionally highly disciplined in Finland and most
of them act at their own discretion. Individual teachers on the job training are allowed to
make decisions as education expert. The social climate in Finland is to "trust individual
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teachers and leave education to them" and teacher training is mainly self-imposed training.

Frontline teachers, even after the training period, need to improve the teaching skills
to cope with the variety of different practical situations that they may encounter such as
children, educational situation and policies and need to keep up the level of their abilities as
teacher through studies and trainings.

Experience and expertise teachers accumulated during the training period are not enough
and they have limited scholarly credentials, competence and attitude. Moreover, they are
currently required to cultivate the practical skills for the newly released curriculum.

However, we have little heard of efforts to improve skills through several previous
classroom visitations, dialogues with teachers and interviews with principals. We have often
heard of the teachers' training period but rarely heard of the training for frontline teachers.

Therefore, this paper focused on the teachers' training, and attempted to examine and
discuss what training system for teachers and what trainings were actually provided. The
study results showed the following points.

- Localized curriculum based on new NCC in Tampere city
- Class hours, working hours and training hours of teachers
- Training system for teachers in Tampere area

- Problems in the training system
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