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Constructing an Inquiry Learning Model in the Period for
Integrated Studies
—Through new approaches in SSH curriculum and activities
of Kiryu High School—

Taguchi Tetsuo

Summary

According to the commentary on the high school Course of Studies for the Period for
Integrated Studies presented in December 2009, the subject is defined as the period to
foster credentials, abilities and attitudes “to find problems, learn and think independently,
to judge on their own initiative, and to solve problems even better,” “to acquire skills for
learning and thinking,” and “to solve problems, to engage in inquiry activities actively,
creatively and cooperatively” through the unique method of “cross-synthetic, integrated
learning and/or inquiry-based learning.” In addition, it also expects to provide opportunities
for students to contemplate how to be and live in their own desirable way through the
cross-subject, integrated learning and/or inquiry-based learning. Inquiry-based learning in
this subject is considered important, not only in the current curriculum guidelines but also
in the upcoming Course of Studies.

So far, many high schools have not implemented the subject in accordance with the high
school curriculum guidelines because teachers do not fully realize its necessity and they
give priority to securing sufficient class time for other subjects.

Kiryu High School was designated as super-science high school (SSH) by the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology for the first time in fiscal 2007 and
has been designated to a third term as SSH in fiscal 2017 over the next five years. The
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SSH programs focus on inquiry-based learning and strive to foster credentials, abilities
and attitudes for “independence,” “cooperation,” ‘creative thinking” and “scientific
perspective and thinking.”

The stance of Kiryu High School for SSH is roughly consistent with the first objective of the
Period for Integrated Studies. Their SSH efforts are to allow students to acquire credentials
and abilities, work on problems with persistence using knowledge and experience acquired
through inquiry-based learning, as well as through communication with people from the
local community and organizations.

Out of desperate need, Kiryu High School has introduced the credential/ability
development department with some of the staff as core administrative members, so that all
teachers can instruct students in learning “basic inquiry” or academic skills necessary for
inquiry learning, and can tackle new challenges as a team.

The teachers have not fully established expertise on how they should instruct students in
inquiry-based activities due to little learning experience in this style on their part. However,
they have no choice but to cooperate with each other to solve problems arisen in practice.

Even though the intent of the Period for Integrated Studies is clearly presented in the
next curriculum guidelines, high schools may wrongly think they have only to teach in
conventional approaches. Individual teachers need to understand the significance of the
efforts and to share the understanding within school. The author hopes that, this time
finally, all high schools will set up the subject of the Period for Integrated Studies and

inquiry-based learning in place.
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