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Summary

The objective of this research is to outline the current Early Childhood Education and
Care (ECEC) system in Finland and to clarify the characteristics by seeing the concrete
education curriculums of Finnish higher education institutions, which train students to
become ECEC staff, and make a comparison with that in Japan.

While ECEC is provided comprehensively by the Finnish government, ECEC staff
is trained in a pluralistic way. The type, training course and underlying specialty vary
depending on the staff. The ECEC staff in Finland is categorized into two types, early child
specialist and social pedagogue, and training courses are different between universities
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with specialist course for pedagogy (teacher training) and university of applied sciences
(AMK) with specialist course of social service.
While a student can be certified as a kindergarten teacher or an expert in early childhood
education and as childminder or an expert in child welfare simultaneously and at a same
training institution in Japan, it is not possible in Finland. We need to examine the difference

closely.
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