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Selection of Kanji to be learnt for International Students
Studying Regional Policies
—Using Regional Policy Dictionary as a Reference—
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Summary
It is indispensable for international students receiving a specialized education to acquire

kanji used in the specialized field. Identification of kanji frequently used in the field and

appropriate kanji selection according to Japanese proficiency of a student is important for
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effective learning of kanji used in the specialized field.

This paper analyzed the usage trend of kanji on “Dictionary for Regional Policy Studies” in
order to select kanji to be learnt by international students studying regional policies. As a result,
it has turned out to be clear that the top 398 characters among those most frequently used can
cover 90% of the total number of the Kanji that used in the dictionary. Therefore, through
researching the usage situations of these 398 characters for each level and for each chapter,
added advanced kanji useful for reading each chapter, and thus the author selected 143
characters that are highly possible to have not yet been learned by international students. It is
considered that learning these preferential 143 characters can alleviate the burdens for
international students in reading of the dictionary and thereby, they can acquire the basics of the

regional policy studies more efficiently.
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