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An Analysis of Politico-Administrative Relationship in Japanese Local
Assemblies Using Text-mining Approach
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Summary

Japan’s local government system is based on so-called “dualistic representation system
consisting of a chief administrator (executive organ) and local assembly members (deliberative
organ). However, a chief administrator has an overwhelming advantage over a local assembly.
While a chief administrator submits most of bills, local assembly members seem to take an
interest in critical political views rather than policy proposal.

This paper attempts to analyze using text-mining approach how local assemblies work in

terms of politico-administrative relationship. The main analytical method is co-occurrence



network analysis.

The analysis results showed quantitative and qualitative differences between statements made
by local assembly members and responses to questions by the administration in specified “basic
structures”, “common policy agenda” and “individual issues”. It is clear from the analysis that
speaker’s position causes outward differences in what he/she says. The analysis results also
showed that five of seven local governments surveyed were led by assembly members and two

were led by the administration in text data.
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