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Landscape Preservation in Buffer Zones of the World Heritage Sites :
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Summary

The UNESCO World Heritage Sites are required to preserve not only the sites themselves,
but also the surrounding landscape. But due to the pressure of urban development needs on
the buffer zone of world heritage sites and the increased demand for tourism facilities, we
frequently find that the surrounding landscapes are often threaten. In Japan, landscape issues
have arisen in a number of locations. For example, the construction of apartments or parking
spaces have occurred in The Historical Monuments of Ancient Kyoto (1994), The Historical
Villages of Shirakawa-go and Gokayama (1995), and at the Itsukushima shrine (1996). There
also was a fear for The Tomioka Silk Mill that the construction of parking lots and shops
would ruin the landscape there.

Country such as France have continued to preserve their important landscapes since way
before the introduction of the world heritage system.

I have summarized the landscape preservation datails for the world heritage sites mainly in

France.
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