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Summary

This paper focuses on theme parks, which are a symbol of the new consumer culture in
India. The theme park industry is a global one, and this study aims to describe developments
that are typical to India and the current situation there, as well as to identify local issues that
are clearly peculiar to India, and specifically problems that are concerned with the actual
themes of those parks. It will begin with a brief account of the consumer boom in modern-
day India that is the backdrop to the growth of the theme park industry, and of the new
social class that has fanned this boom, namely the new middle class. This will be followed
by an explanation of the term 'theme parks' used in this paper. Unlike in Japan, there is no
clear distinction between the terms 'theme parks' and 'amusement parks' in India. In order
to avoid confusion, the author will refer to definitions that are found in Japanese industrial
nomenclature, research papers, Internet articles and so on, and attempt a definition.

Having established these basics, the paper will look back at the history of leisure facilities
in India and introduce particular examples of the amusement parks that proliferated in the
2000s and the theme parks that opened in rapid succession once we entered the 2010s.
When doing so, it will report in particular detail about a case study of Adlabs Imagica,
which opened in 2013 and professes to be 'India's first international standard theme park'’
and 'India's first Disney-style theme park'. This is done because it is deemed to be the most
appropriate example for a consideration of typically Indian developments within the global

industry of theme parks. Although there are no major differences between the theme parks
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discussed in this paper and other theme parks around the world in that they are places where
stereotyped images are consumed, the paper will conclude by identifying local issues that are
peculiar to India in terms of their tendency to have a relatively strong tinge of nationalism

based upon religion and ethnicity.
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