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The ‘Refugee Crisis’ in the European Union and
the Future of Schengen (1)

Tsuchiya Takeshi

In 2015, the European Union experienced a mass influx of immigrants. Syrian refugees, in
particular, run away from the war, conflict and prosecution to Europe. German chancellor Angela
Merkel and the president of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker advocated a proactive
reception of Syrian refugees and strong solidarity among EU member states to relocate asylum
seekers from Italy and Greece. This Tefugee crisis’ discourse has a peculiar power constellation,
in which the EU is assigned with a guardian role for asylum rights and the Member States are
forced to cooperate and share the burden of the refugee crisis. While this article assumes that
the discourse of the refugee crisis could have some policy changes about migration, asylum and
border control, another discourse on ‘migration crisis prevails in the European Council and the
Council of the European Union. Furthermore, the November 2015 Paris terrorist attacks shifted
the focus from a reception to a threat of the refugees inflow to the EU, which fosters the migration
crisis’ discourse. As a result, the EU’s top priority for the Schengen area became to protect the
external borders and relegate the containment of refugees and migrants to the neighboring third

countries.
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