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A Discussion on Art Project Theory
after Community-Engaged Art Theory
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Abstract

The discussion published by a literary critic, Naoya Fujita in 2014, “Avant-garde zombies -
some problems of community-engaged arts”, indicates a sense of crisis that replacement of
conventionally called “art projects” with ‘community-engaged arts” may damage autonomy of art.
Furthermore, additional discussions based on the Western indexes such as relational aesthetics
and socially engaged arts reveal the Japanese-style characteristics without strong political or

social criticism.
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Many community-engaged arts, understood as projects rather than arts themselves, are hard
to be regarded as an aesthetic or artistic matter. And when a perspective of regional revitalization
is emphasized, the operational troubles may pose issues. The issues give us an opportunity to
consider the relation between arts and society, but it remains difficult to get correct answer. It is
rather important to realize that the issues are unanswerable, to work them on sincerely and to

maintain various communications.
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