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International Politics of the Nobel Prize:
Acceptance of the Nobel Prize in Japan before World War Il
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Summary

The paper aims to discuss when and how the interest of the Japanese in Alfred Nobel and
the Nobel Prize was formed before World War II and to examine the characteristics.

Alfred Nobel is one of the great figures well-known in Japan and the Nobel Prize is also
known as the most prestigious award. Hideki Yukawa, professor of Kyoto University won the
1949 Nobel Prize in Physics, which was a watershed in consideration of acceptance of the Nobel
Prize in Japan. Such a great accomplishment as the Japanese won the Nobel Prize for the first
time under the occupation of the United States and other allied powers reminded the world of
the high academic standards we the Japanese can be proud of and encouraged us to build a new
nation in postwar Japan. Since then, the interest in the Nobel Prize has remarkably increased
among the Japanese. However, strictly speaking, some Japanese were already interested in Alfred
Nobel and the Nobel Prize even before the award-winning by Yukawa, despite no Japanese Nobel
laureate.

The paper examined the literature and newspaper/journal articles on Alfred Nobel and the
Nobel Prize released before World War II. The first biography of Alfred Nobel was published in
1909. About forty books for adults and children published since then described Alfred Nobel as
worldwide entrepreneur, great scientist, great inventor, or the lord of dynamite and introduced
him as a model to emulate. Even during the period of the Sino-Japanese War and the Pacific War,
three serious biographies of Alfred Nobel were published one after another. Eighteen volumes of
Collections of the Nobel Prize in Literature were also published in the same period and the works
of the Nobel Laureates in Literature were translated into Japanese. High evaluation on Alfred
Nobel and the Nobel Prize allowed us the Japanese to widely recognize significance of Yukawa's

award-winning and later to be fanatical about the Nobel Prizes.

Key words: Alfred Bernhard Nobel, Nobel Prize, Nobel Peace Prize, Nobel Prize in Literature,
Alfred Nobel biography
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