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Music Education for Nurturing Quality Audiences
—Focusing on Edgar Willems’ Education for Improvement of Listening Skills —

Kazue WAKABAYASHI
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Summary

Various arts including music are vital for the nations and regions to be healthy and for
individuals to nourish the sprit and add color to life. To expand the base of art and culture, it is
necessary to nurture not only some experts as sender but the majority of quality receivers, or
quality audiences in music field. How we can develop listening skills necessary for quality

audiences? This paper focuses on the 20"-century music educator, Edgar Willems' approach for
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development of listening skills to explore the specific method. Improvement of listening skills is
impossible in the short term and can't be visualized. Therefore, intentional encouragement for
skill development is required from a long-range viewpoint. Willem's approach places much value
on children’s feeling of pressure and has children contact with various sounds in the game-like

atmosphere, which would play an important role in order to nurture the majority of music lovers.
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