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Marriage of a Child of a Direct Retainer
of the Tokugawa Shogun Family

Atsuo NISHIZAWA

Summary

This paper introduces the marriage process of a child of Hatamoto, a direct retainer of the
Shogun family based on the study results by earlier scholars and also compares difference in the
process with marriage of a child of Daimyo, a feudal lord.

Marriage of a Daimyo’s child was considered based on family status and the amount of a
dowry was one of the most issues. In turn, the previous studies indicated that the dowry was
received openly, despite the dowry prohibition for marriage and adoption of a child of Hatamoto.
However, the amount of the dowry for the marriage of a child of the Takegaki family, who is a
Hatamoto family I examined in this study, was within the limits of courtesy, and karoku
(hereditary stipend) and dowry were not an important issue. While marrying down was seen in
Daimhyo's marriage, it was not seen in Hatamoto’s marriage.

The paper showed that both Daimyo’s and Hatamoto’s wedding processes consisted of

various ceremonies but there were some differences in the order and type of ceremony.

Key words: marriage, dowry, adoption, family status, hereditary stipend
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