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Three Stelae of Ancient Kozuke as Japanese Classics
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Summary

The Three Cherished Stelae of Ancient Kozuke are the oldest stelae designated as a special
national historic site and attract increased attention as a Japan's candidate for a UNESCO
Memory of the World. The characters inscribed on the stelae 1300 years ago are still distinct
enough for the people who understand Japanese to read and understand as Japanese sentences.
The fact is gaining the understanding of the people but the stelae seem to be evaluated just as a
heritage or a cultural asset.

The Three Cherished Stelae of Ancient Kozuke ought to be highly evaluated as Japanese
classics from a viewpoint of Memory of the World. The paper attempted to illuminate the reason
they deserve more appreciation from the following three perspective; (1) significance of the

description in terms of classics and thought, (2) significance as a possible voice for expressions
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and descriptions of many classics and history books and (3) the facts that many classics were

created from the Three Stelae.
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