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An Empirical Study on the Effects of the Campaign Spending
on the 2012 Legislative Election in France
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Summery

This paper aims to demonstrate relationship between campaign spending and election
outcomes. Firstly, we followed recent trends of control over political funds in France and reviews
previous studies on French politics. Those studies suggest that campaign spending gives limited,
but positive impacts on election results, especially for challengers, which has not been the
consensus among all researchers yet, however.

Secondly, the author ran a multiple regression analysis using Ordinary Least Squares (OLS)
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to see how much percentage of the votes belonging to each individual candidate in the 2012
legislative election in France and the model showed statistically significant results in almost all
candidates. In turn, the logistic regression model explaining election results also showed
statistically significant results. It can be concluded with these study results that campaign

spending have positive impact on election outcomes also in contemporary France.
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