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International Politics of the Nobel Prize:
The Nobel Peace Prize and Japan, Covert Actions in 1966 and the Result over Nomination
of Former Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida to a Candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize

Nobuhiko YOSHITAKE
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Summary

Former Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida was nominated during the period from 1965 to
1967 by Japanese politicians and legal experts as a candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize. The
author has already examined in another paper the covert actions undertaken in 1965. Japanese
ambassadors to Norway where the Nobel Commiittee is placed, Sweden, Germany, the US and
Britain collected information in secret under the direction of the then Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs in order to gain support for Yoshida. Especially, Yasusuke Katsuno, the then ambassador
at the Japanese Embassy in Norway, frequently contacted with the chairman and members of the
Nobel Committee in order to promote Yoshida in earnest. In fact, Yoshida became one of the
potential candidates for the Prize during the selection and the report was prepared. However, he
could not win the Nobel Peace Prize.

This paper analyzed the true picture of the nomination campaign in 1966. An active
nomination campaign was developed in 1966 on the advice of Ambassador Katsuno. Importantly,
the Foreign Ministry started to take the initiative in the nomination campaign after the politicians
dropped out from the campaign as nominator. The Ministry prepared materials to inform
Yoshida's achievements and thoughts. However, the paper with Yoshida’'s name as the author
was too late for the 1966 selection and instead used for the next year’s nomination. Tatsuo
Suyama, who replaced Ambassador Katsuno and took office as ambassador to Norway in
Februrary 1966, lobbied the Nobel Committee. One of the nominators, Shigeru Kuriyama, also
visited Norway in August of the same year and met the Nobel Committee chairman. The major
nomination campaign expanded not only to Britain and the US but also to Malaysia, the
Philippines, Brazil and Australia in order to get support for more nominations of Yoshida.
However, awarding the Nobel Peace Prize to Yoshida did not become reality in 1966, either.
Yoshida's name was on the shortlist, but a new report was not prepared for him because of
nothing new to describe. He dropped out of the selection.

Keywords: Nobel Peace Prize, Nobel Committee, Shigeru Yoshida, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Japan, Ambassador of Japan in Norway, Tatsuo Suyama
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