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Words for “Silkworm” in Japanese Dialects:
The Formation and Distribution

Saeko ARAI

E 5

AR, BARFBHBICHALONS G ZXRIFEOERLEL. HAEAHICOVWTHLILEDTH
%o FIEEHROMGE KR EZAEWIE 2 — TEA D < HAGE S 5 Oicikaidr ) &k (2001
FEHE) Thd. AARZEDI952FELEIEFENOFEEND Z BNIEETH 5,

FHIETCHWOENTWAEEZ. DDA, WERODEER T OERICHEE L THAE L, dEiblcH
ENBFBEICONTER L, & 13, BVELOHRTHEOWNSRE LTHOMbNTE
LV TENRMENTWD & LTz, BB R eERERIC LD > T, A LIRBIFICE
BEEZTHENMAMNZIER Lz, TOMR, EROXRIcHEND | FHiEEazHIC LT,
BHIKTE FIE AR EEB L TWE T Db o T, HEDERER D% B OERIE. HEA
TERTH ST EMNHL MRS Too THIERIE) LIBED, £EOAZICHIT S & ZXKTHE
I DWTCRIERE NI BRI Z V., B 2175 72,

Summary

The paper discusses the formation and distribution of words for “silkworm” in Japanese
dialects. The study is based mainly on the materials from “A Survey of Disappearing Japanese
Dialects” (2001) by the Center for the Study of Dialectology, Tohoku University, which consists of
vocabulary from nationwide speakers born in and before 1952.

The study classifies the word forms by the presence and absence of “ko” and by the elements
representing respect and examines the semantic structures of these forms. The analysis shows

that silkworms have been treated with great respect over a long period of history. A map of
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dialectal distribution is created with signs given to the classified word forms. The map shows
that the monosyllable word “ko”, which appears in the ancient literature, combines with other
elements to form various word forms. It also shows that words with the elements representing
respect show a wider variation in Eastern Japan than in other areas. In addition, the paper has
the result of a longitudinal study of the words for “silkworm’, which is based on the nationwide

materials going back to Butsuruishoko (a dialect dictionary in the Tokugawa peirod).
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