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International Politics of the Nobel Prize:

The Nobel Peace Prize and Japan, Toyohiko Kagawa,

a Japanese Nominee after World War Il (1)

Nobuhiko YOSHITAKE
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Summary

The first Japanese nominee for the Nobel Peace Prize after World War II was a Christian
minister, welfare worker and author, Toyohiko Kagawa. Kagawa was nominated four times in
1954, 1955, 1956 and 1960. His nomination has been known since then by bits and pieces but
the details were unknown.

The nominators were Japanese Diet members (mainly the members of the Socialist Party of
Japan) and the relevant foreign parties (an American welfare worker, Emily G. Balch, Norwegian
parliamentary members, and church workers). They highly appreciated his lifelong devotion to
social works and efforts to create peace through the social change.

In turn, the Nobel Committee did not choose Kagawa as the laureate but observed him with
a certain interest. The Nobel Committee narrowed down the nominees for the prize in 1954,
1955 and 1956, and left him as the nominee and prepared the reports. Of three reports, the
report in 1954 analyzed him in great detail and highly appreciated his influence and presence. In
contrast, the reports in 1955 and 1956 were brief and the 1955 report especially touched upon
his declining influence in Japan rather than the prewar period and described “his servility during
the war period led to diminish his position and influence in the Japanese society.” It is certain
that the interest of the Nobel Committee in Kagawa decreased from its peak in 1954. It is
undeniable that the relationship between Kagawa and the government or the military during

World War Il worked against his prize-winning.
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