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Summary

In this paper, we investigate the consumption patterns of inbound international tourists
in Japan by using RESAS database. The RESAS (Regional Economy and Society Analyzing System)
database, provided by Cabinet Office, GOJ, is comprehensive database and analyzing system
for local government officers to analyze local economic situation, industrial structure,
migration and travel flow, and so on. This database allows us to access some big data
information freely and comprehensively in aggregate level. In this paper, we use the
consumption information of foreign inbound tourists in RESAS. This database contains
foreign inbound tourists’ payment information by credit card in Japan. VISA Worldwide Japan
Co., Ltd., provids their huge dataset about payment value, region, commodity, and so on to
Cabinet Office, GOJ. Cabinet Office processes that data and provides in user-friendly interface
in aggregate level. Then, we are able to use the information about foreign inbound tourists’
consumption patterns by country (home country of tourist) , by region (prefecture level) , and
by commodity (industry level) . Our quantitative study makes us possible to get some stylized
facts of the consumption patterns of Foreign inbound tourists in Japan. These are as follows;
1) Total value of foreign consumption is pretty different among prefectures. Especially,
metropolitan area such as Tokyo, Osaka, and west region of Japan, such as Fukuoka, show
large consumption value, and rural area and east region of Japan, such as Tohoku district,
show relatively smaller value of consumption. 2) consumption of foreign inbound tourists
is mainly constructed by expenditure in retail sector, such as department stores, electronics

machinery shops, drugstore, and so on. In most case, Japanese typical tourism sites may be
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less attractive than the metropolis area with agglomerated retail store networks. 3) In Gunma

prefecture, TCUE located in, shows different pattern of foreign tourists’ consumption from

such in major cities like Tokyo. Foreign inbound tourists consume more for lodging services

rather than retail consumption. This pattern implies that there is less shopping site in Gunma

prefecture, or, in Gunma prefecture, Japanese traditional touring sites, such as hot springs,

may by more attractive for the foreign tourists than the retail shopping, and they spend their

money and time for relatively long-stay recreations. These findings will bring some policy

implications for local governments’ policy to inspiring local economy by foreign customers’

consumption.
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