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The revitalization of regional communities through book clubs:
A case study of “Hon no Cafe”

Takahisa Wakabayashi

Summary

In the settings of growing individualism and anxieties about the destabilized society,
people have been interested in and raised hope in communities. On the other side, people
raise an alarm over the collapse and decline of communities here and abroad. Therefore, it is
significant how we revitalize communities. As traditional communities based on neighborhood
and blood ties have declined, the new ways to revitalize communities are required.

In this paper, we focus on cafes and book clubs which held in cafes as the third place
(Oldenburg, 1989) revitalizing communities and report the case study of “Hon no Cafe.” “Hon
no Cafe” is a book club held in Sapporo and Tokyo. First, we present the outline of “Hon no
Cafe.” Then, we briefly picture the 31st party at Tokyo and the 32nd party at Sapporo, which

we participated in. Finally, we point out future agendas for events and communities.
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