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A Study on the Way to Activate the Railway Heritage and the
Issues facing Regional Public Transport in the Joetsu Region
of Niigata Prefecture

Oshima Toshihiko + Nakamaki Takashi

Summary

This study focuses on the railway heritage preserved in Niigata Prefecture and aims to look at
the issues with the railway heritage and the regional public transport in the Joetsu region.

The paper looked at the roles which the Kubiki no Otakara Nokosu Kai (Association for the
Preservation of Cultural and Natural Heritage in Kubiki area) played in utilization of the Kubiki
railway heritage artifacts such as old railway carriages in the Kubikino Rail Park and indicated
difficulties in extending the operating sections of the preserved vehicles. Our study also focus on
issues with public transportation from the Naoetsu station to the Kubikino Rail Park. Frequency
of the bus service on this section is fewer on weekends when the Park usually has events. We
presented some suggestions such as increased frequencies of conventional regular route buses for
improved accessibility to the Park.

The study also looks at the railway heritage artifacts of the old Hokuriku Main Line (especially
the brickwork of the bridge piers). Although they have been kept in a good state of preservation,
no description explaining the artifacts nor no public transportation between the Tsutsuishi station
and the railroad heritage site has been provided. Even though we recognize difficulties in starting
bus service on this section, we propose a tourist route making use of the tourism resources near

the Tsutsuishi Station and the old railway heritage site by bus, train and on foot.
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