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The study of evacuation of trains in case of fire from
Hokuriku-Tunnel accidents

Hisamune Shuji Nakayama Kohsel

Summary

In 1969 and 1972, the fire happened on the night express train when it is in Hokuriku Tunnel.
In 1969, when the sleeping express “Nihonkai” is in the tunnel, the fire happened. In this accident,
driver didn’t stop the train in the tunnel and conductors are lead passengers safety place in the
train. After train come to outside of tunnel, driver stopped the train and firefighting came soon
and put out. So, there was no killed or injured. But, in 1972, when the express “Kitaguni” is in
the tunnel, the fire happened. Driver stopped the train when he knew the fire and conductors try
to put out but it failed. In addition conductors begun to lead passengers an hour later and they
didn’t inform some passengers. In this accident some passengers evacuate independently but
other passengers cannot evacuate. As a result 30 people are killed and 714 are injured.

If national railway has taken steps after the accident in 1969, when the “Kitaguni” accident
happens, driver and conductors could have proper action; driver could stopped train outside of
the tunnel and conductors lead passengers safe place car where it is far from fire. And then they
inform passengers to evacuate out of car.

If the accident which has many people are killed or injured happens, firm or organization
investigate and has measures, but if the accident which is no one killed happened, they have no
measure.

From this report, to study form good example, which is no people are Kkilled is efficient to

protect passengers when the accident like fire happens.
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