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Text Mining Analysis on the Minutes of Local Assemblies
— A Case Study on the Takasaki City Assembly —
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Summary

In this study, I aim to make a quantitative analysis of the statements made by members of a
local assembly in Japan by focusing on the Takasaki City Assembly for four consecutive fiscal
years from 2007 through 2011 as a test case. The Takasaki City Assembly is a very typical local

assembly but adopts the electrical minute system on the web. Four fiscal years are equivalent to
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the full-term of office. Co-occurrence network analysis, hierarchical cluster analysis and
multidimensional scaling method are applied and KH coder is used to extract and diagrammatize
the words most frequently appearing in the statements.

These analyses allowed to extract main issues and to demonstrate the overall structure of

various issues and respective roles of assembly members and the administration.

Keywords : Japanese local assembly, assembly minutes, text mining, KH coder
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