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The study on behavior of evacuation from passenger planes
landing on the water urgently

Fukushi Kohsei

Summary

Recently passenger planes are widely used to travel long distances, however, they also
cause some accidents and serious troubles. In the point of view of evacuations, plane accidents
are classified in following two types. One is passengers cannot afford to evacuate, another is
passengers can evacuate after landing safely. In the later case, if the pilot land their plane and
lead passengers properly, their damages may be minimized.

In this study, I investigated the process of landings and evacuations in plane accidents in
cases that the planes landed or fallen on the water. I compared two types of accidents, one is all
passengers and crews could evacuate safely, another is some passenger were Kkilled and injured
by the accident. In this study I chose the US1549 accident which occurred near New York’s
LaGuardia airport in 2009, and JAL350 accident which occurred near Haneda airport in 1982. I
investigated human behavior when accidents happened based on the information on newspapers
and accident reports.

In the US1549 case, the pilot landed their plane safely and the pilots and crews led passengers
to safety place. In the JAL350 case however, the pilots endangered their plane by their wrong
operations and crashed it in the sea, and 24 passengers were killed. Moreover, the pilots didn't
lead passengers. Though some cabin crews persuaded passengers to wait ambiances and polices,
some passengers try to pick up their baggage and went out from the plane without wearing life
vests.

In cases of plane landing on the water, it is needed for crews to lead passengers safely and

quickly. So airline companies need to improve their educations for crew in cases of emergency.
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