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Problem of Takasaki, Selection of Citizens from the Viewpoints
of the Endogenous Development Theory

Kumakura Hiroyasu

Summary

Takasaki has a history of four hundred years also has a history of one hundred year since the city
status was given. The process itself is interesting in terms of spontaneous development and
moreover the city took a wild turn after the Heisei Municipal Merger.

Takasaki became the largest city with a population of 370 thousands in Gunma prefecture and
also became the shortest strategy stop of the third national axis connecting between the East Asia
and the Japan Sea, and Tokyo and the Pacific Ocean.

Meanwhile, the new Takasaki City was formed due to the merger of the former Takasaki City and
surrounding five towns and a village and you see that the new city currently consists of 58
communities by elementary school zone. It followed the policy of the former Takasaki City putting
much value on the structure consisting of 32 elementary school zones or communities and their
individual developments.

Serving as the strategy stop of the third national axis is the core issue of a municipality in
addition to improvement of administrative services, and the activities getting a foothold on 58
elementary school zones or communities are the true picture of the autonomy of Takasaki citizens.

Those activities will be appreciated if they leverage an advantage of the location, the history and
the culture. I discussed Takasaki City in terms of a foothold on 58 elementary school zones or
communities and showed that the city used to be such a city but is still or now a very promising city

of spontaneous development.
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