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What “Can-do” means?
— A Discussion from the View Point of “Can-do”

Self-assessment of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test —

Jung-yun YANG
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Summary
The competency description based on “Can-do” assessment, for example “T can give a daily

life salute and then have short communication with someone™ and “I can explain my room”, is

commonly used as a tool of education, learning and evaluation. On the other hand, it has not
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been clear what language behaviors the learners can achieve respective “can-do” levels
expressions through and the minimum required language behavior and knowledge remain
unknown. This paper aimed to discuss what communications are required to achieve the
language behaviors based on the Can-do self assessment of the Japanese Language Proficiency
Test. The conclusion shows that the Can-do assessment levels of N1 to N5 are classified two
groups of which language behaviors are relatively easy to imagine and difficult to imagine how
to achieve, that it is necessary to discuss if these Can-do expressions are really required for
Japanese acquisition and that consideration of the language behavior processes allow the two

groups of lower levels (N4 and N5) and higher levels (N1 to N3) to interact.

Key words : Can-do statements, Japanese Language Proficiency Test,

achievement of language behavior and the process
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