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A Discussion on Occupation of the Visually Impaired

Matsumoto Hyou - Hisamune Shuji

Summary

Currently, there are 300,000 blinds in Japan and majority of those is engaged in some occupations.
Now, we have the concept of normalization, so, some technologies are developed that help the
blinds; for example, braille, computers and cellular phone with announcement system and they can
work supported by these technologies.

In addition, national support systems are also developed like education systems, vocational
training and disability pension. Blinds have some troubles with their organs of visual; it was caused
by naturally, accidents and diseases.

Today, we investigate what occupations blinds engaged when there are no technologies and
national support systems. In this report, we consider history of occupation of blinds.

In the main subject, historically, blinds mainly took part in “Todo”. In the Medieval Period of
Japan, there are no national support systems. So, blinds are limited to have occupations only
subordinate simple works, religionists and entertainers. In this situation, “Todo” was organized

rank of blinds to protect their occupations. It is worth to write to protect blinds.
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