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A Study on the Implementation of Plurilingual
Competence Development in Japan:

Some Clues from a Questionnaire
on Japanese Students’ View of Foreign Languages

Harada Yoriko

Summary

This study examines the interpretation of declarative knowledge and procedural knowledge of
foreign language learning among Japanese undergraduate students. The underlying enquiry is the
assumption that examining the sociocultural context at the individual, institutional, and national
levels is important for effectively localizing and utilizing language knowledge or skills, especially
the knowledge and skills involved in the framework of multilingualism in CEFR.

The data is obtained from the project launched at the Keio Research Center for Foreign
Language Education, jointly financed by MEXT and Keio itself from 2006 to 2011. This research
project—"Action Oriented Plurilingual Learning Project’ (referred to as the AOP project henceforth)
—aims to promote CEFR in an environment of multiple foreign languages in Japan. In addition, it
aims to develop the multilingualism framework based on CEFR and adapt it for the foreign
language-learning context in Japan.

Multilingualism in CEFR encourages learners to acquire performative skills in language learning. In
general, Japanese students tend to think that skills are acquired when they get adequate linguistic
knowledge regarding the target language. However, the differences among the various interpretations

are based on their learning experiences such as studying abroad, daily experiences, and learning skills.
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