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What does the Community-Based
Japanese Language Education “educate”?
—What is Desired by Government Policy, Japanese Language Education and Foreign Residents in Japan—
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Summary

This paper demonstrates role of government, Japanese language education and foreign
residents to play in community-based Japanese language education. As the number of long-term
foreign resident in Japan is increasing today, lively discussion is held on Japanese language

education for them: system, human resources development, educational basic philosophy and
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aim. Local and national government have enhanced their policies and the role of Japanese
language education is expected to grow in this Japanese society. However people involved in
Japanese language education and foreign learners do not share aim/goal of the education and
educational basic philosophy supporting the aim/goal. This situation brings difficulties to
establish content and method of the education promptly. In this paper, what is desired for
Japanese language education is described reviewing government policy and both philosophy of
concerned parties: teaching philosophy to support study (of Japanese language education) and
learning philosophy (of foreign resident in Japan). Finally, the state of the “education” which is

an original role of community-based Japanese language education is examined.
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