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Research on aging factor of mountain village in Gunma Prefecture
—The Case studies of Nanmoku village and Kanna town—

Nishino Toshiaki

Summary

The purpose of this research is to clarify the structure of the mountain village that the
aging rate of the population becomes a top of Japan. The research areas are two mountain
villages of Gunma Prefecture located on the edge of the Tokyo metropolitan area. The
common feature of two mountain villages is as follows.

The first is located in the south side of the Median Line, and the area is covered with
steep topography. Secondarily, historical agriculture of the area was a sericulture and dry
field farming. Thirdly, after charcoal had been produced until 1950's, many of forests were
changed into the artificial forest. The sericulture of Japan has declined on the boundary of
the Japan-U.S. fiber negotiation in 1969, and the mulberry field has been changed into the
artificial forest. Moreover, the potatoes of the konjak were produced at mostly of the field, and
it was farmer's important cash earnings source. However, tuberous root of konjak came to
be produced by the improvement of breed in the farm village in plains where the production
cost was cheap compared with the mountain village. And, the production of tuberous root
of konjak declines in the mountain village, and the farmland has changed into the artificial
forest. Because the price of wood of Japan had maintained high price until 1980, the farmer
expected the income by the deforestation of wood in the future. However, the price of wood
of Japan falls after 1980, and the farmer cannot expect the income now. Thus, the economic
base of the mountain village of Japan declined, and people of a lot of mountain villages lost

the economic base, and young people migrated to the city for these reasons.
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