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A Study on Capacity of Adult Wards;
Discussing Tokyo District Court Judgment of 14 March 2013
(Case Number :2011(Gyo-u(63))

Satoshi TANIGUCHI

Summary

The Tokyo District Court ruled on 14 March 2013 that Article 11, paragraph (1), item
(i) of the Public Officers Election Law, which deprives persons under guardianship of their
right to vote, was unconstitutional. The judgment was jubilantly received by people under
adult guardianship with mental illness, their relatives and other interested persons because
the right to vote for the persons are admitted. However, the author looks at the ruling in a
different perspective. The author argues that the judgment clarifies that human capacity is
multifaceted and that all laws are thereby made and interpreted based on diversified human

capacity.
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