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Conserving Silk-raising Farm Houses as a Cultural Landscape
and
Utilizing Them as Regional Resources
— A Case Study in San-no-chiku, Soja-machi, Maebashi—

Takashi TODOKORO

Summary

A number of old and large farm houses, formerly used for silk-raising in San-no-chiku,
Soja-machi, Maebashi, should be conserved and utilized as regional resources. Those large
silk-raising farm houses with windbreak trees can be categorized as one of the sericultural
industrial heritages that sustained Japanese economy from the Meiji era through the early
Showa era. Not only the residents but also the community as a whole in San-no-chiku have
been very eager to conserve their farm houses as cultural assets. The fact that maintaining
those large silk-raising farm houses with windbreak trees has been laborious and costly,
however, makes it uncertain for those precious regional cultural heritages to be conserved
in future. Some measures should be taken to make it possible to conserve them by making
the most of them as regional resources.

The following is a brief description of the proposed measures to be taken.

1. To be designated as a culturally significant landscape by the government.

2. To develop several visitor-friendly routs connecting those farm houses with neighboring
historic and cultural sites such as Kokubunji-ato, Soja-jinja Shrine, Soja-kohungun
ancient burial mounds, Soja-joshi former site of Soja castle, Soja Museum of Historical
Materials and Gunma Prefectural Sericulture Research Center.

3. To develop new local businesses that serve visitors from outside the area with comfortable
environments and bring wealth to the local community at the same time. Those new
businesses not only can support the local economy but also add new cultural landscapes

to the area, which contributes to sustainable local development.
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