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International Politics of the Nobel Prize:
The Nobel Peace Prize and Japan: Covert Actions in 1967 for Nomination of the Former

Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida to a Candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize

Nobuhiko YOSHITAKE
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Summary

The former Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida was recommended as a possible nominee for the
Nobel Peace Prize by Japanese politicians and laywers during the period from 1965 to 1967.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan was engaged in an active campaign at home and
overseas for three years to achieve his prize-winning. This paper examines the real picture of the
nomination campaign in 1967.

After the previous two failures, the covert actions were launched in 1967, recognizing that
the nomination campaign for him would be the last. The paper about Japan's politics and
diplomacy was prepared and submitted to the Nobel Committee as Yoshida's achievement. The
nomination campaign was launched not only in Europe and the United States but also in Malaysia
and Brazil as in the previous year, and called for a letter of recommendation for him to politicians
of those countries. Edwin O. Reischauer, a professor of Harvard University was one of those who
wrote a letter of recommendation. In addition, the former Grand Chamberlain Takanobu Mitani,
who was offered a commission from the people involved in the nomination campaign, visited
Norway and tried to lobby the Nobel Committee.

The Committee announced on 30 October 1967 that there was no winner of the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1966 and the announcement of the winner in 1967 was suspended and left to the
following year. Yoshida passed away on 20 October, immediately prior to the announcement and
the possibility for him to be awarded the prize disappeared forever.

The secret nomination campaign in 1967 was also led by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan as well as the previous campaigns. The covert actions it was engaged in for three years
since 1965 were the most vigorous nomination campaign in the history of the Nobel Peace Prize-
Japanese relations. The efforts were not successful. However, the experiences have been
accumulated in the Ministry. You can see the starting point of the later covert actions for the
Nobel Peace Prize in the three years’ nomination campaign for Yoshida. Many secret maneuvers
overlap with the nomination campaigns for the former Prime Minister Eisaku Sato, which have
partly come into the open.

Keywords: Nobel Peace Prize, Nobel Committee, Shigeru Yoshida, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Japan, Ambassador of Japan in Norway
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