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International Politics of the Nobel Prize:
The Nobel Peace Prize and Japan: Covert Actions in 1965
and the Result over Nomination of Former Prime Minister
Shigeru Yoshida to a Candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize
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Summary

Historical materials indicating nomination of former Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida in
1965 for the Nobel Peace Prize was found in 2014 in the Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan (MOFA). The Diplomatic Archives disclosed in 2015 also another
historical materials showing that the MOFA ran a covert campaign actively during the period
between 1965 and 1967 for his nomination. These materials helped to reveal a full picture of
the covert actions for Yoshida’'s nomination.

In addition to the efforts of Yasusuke Katsuno and Tatsuo Suyama, Japanese ambassadors in
Norway at the time to have frequent talks with the chairperson and members of the Norwegian
Nobel Committee for their supports for Yoshida's nomination and collection of information, the
MOFA instructed Japanese ambassadors in the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany,
Sweden, Malaysia and Brazil to lobby influential politicians and scholars of each country for
submission of the recommendation letter for Yoshida’s nomination to the Nobel Committee. This
covert campaign continued for three years since 1965 to 1967.

Eventually, however, contrary of Japan's expectation, former Prime Minister Yoshida did not
receive the Nobel Peace Prize. While the Nobel Peace Prize was awareded to United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in 1965, both prizes in 1966 and 1967 were on hold for one year and
not awarded to anybody respectively.

This paper discussed the covert actions for Yoshida's nomination in 1965 and the results
based on documents of the MOFA and the Norwegian Nobel Committee. The paper particularly
unfolded the covert campaign which the MOFA ran and the evaluations which the Norwegian
Nobel Committee made.

Keywords: Nobel Peace Prize, Nobel Committee, Shigeru Yoshida, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Japan, Ambassador of Japan in Norway
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