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Summary

This paper shows the design concept of ordinance-designated city system in a historical
perspective. Firstly, the author tried to weigh shortcomings of the system through the review of
reviews previous studies on ordinance-designated city system and then attempted a quantitative

analysis of the discussion on metropolitan administration held at today’s Local Government
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System Research Council to go through an association with metropolitan government reform.

Large city systems in Japan have an underlying and continuing problem of inconsistency
between the society and the system. The author analyzed the content of the discussion held at
the 30th Local Government System Research Council to follow up the recent discussion and
found that the discussion focused on administrative and working-level issues and policy issues
were not addressed.

Ordinance-designated city system is just a simple system influenced by postwar
municipalization campaign for ordinance-designated city status, and can enjoy just preferential
measures providing metropolitan cities with benefits to distribution of administrative functions.
The analysis in this paper suggests that restructuring of large city systems is required even for

ordinance-designated cities to make a drastic change in existing frameworks.
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