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Abstract

This paper aims to examine the current theories on the criminal law and the norm of terminal
care, especially on “euthanasia” or “dignified death” in Japan through observation of the latest
literature on the Criminal Code of Japan.

There exists no statute regarding terminal care in Japan. Only judicial precedents and the
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guidelines of the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare constitute the norm of terminal care in
Japan. There are three normative judicial precedents, all of which are basic and important judicial
precedents concerning euthanasia or dignified death.

The judicial precedent in 1962 was the oldest and maintains a strong effect on Japan's
criminal law theories. However, from a global point of view, it is obvious that a discussion on
euthanasia or dignified death has entered a new phase. “Suicide tourism” is on the agenda in the
discussion on euthanasia, and the philosophy of advanced care planning has come to be
introduced in consideration for “cessation of therapy”.

In such a situation, the author felt the need to reexamine the latest discussions on the criminal

law relevant to the norm of terminal care, which made him write this paper.
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