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Abstract

In this paper, the focus is on the history education in Palau, with a detailed investigation into
the Japanese colonial period. During the Japanese colonial rule, Palau had been mandated
Japanese education in schools, and its influence has continued to persist today. Therefore, this
paper delves into the history education at the elementary level, specifically examining the
descriptions of the Japanese colonial period in Palau's unique history textbook, History of Palau
(HoP), while reflecting on the current challenges in history education.

Palau's education system follows an eight-year primary school cycle, with social studies
education at the elementary level differing from Japan's system. Social studies commence from
the beginning of primary school and are divided into four fields, including history, similar to
secondary education. Thus, this paper focuses on Palau's unique history textbook, HoP, used in
primary education, conducting a detailed investigation into the information related to the
Japanese colonial period contained therein and analyzing descriptions encompassing both
positive and critical aspects.

Furthermore, Palau's compulsory education was introduced during the Japanese colonial
period, and the educational policies of that time were extensively examined in Nanyo Gunto
kyouiku-Shi (History of Education in the South Seas), compiled during that era. Descriptions
within "HoP" align with those of Nanyo Gunto kyouiku-Shi, drawing from English materials written
by Japanese researchers at a later date.

As a result, this paper identifies a challenge in Palau's social studies education, namely, the

difficulty in distinguishing Japanese-origin words and culture from Palau's traditional ones,
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which can be considered to arise from a contrast with American cultural influences. To address
this challenge, it emphasizes the importance of history education aimed at a correct
understanding of the Japanese colonial period. Consequently, fostering mutual understanding
and educational exchange between Palau and Japan becomes increasingly essential in this

regard.
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BB E “The Japanese administration set up system | [PHICHEEHE & L TEBEELML TES
of mandatory education for all children in the | B£IC, FEIERES CIIFFICHEN DB 2 B % JEIC
territory” (p.152) iE L] (112-1135)

Hd “A dual school system was established as | [FIPEBERF RO E X, (FFIE) WEENZBIC
soon as enough--One system was for | L, /NERERICHREINZICEH -T2 &
Japanese and the other for the Palauans | REARIIANER L FREN (LATIE) ) (117H)
(p.153)
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HE “The school year was the same for both | [EEVEEEAZRSHAI B LR Q8K
groups which was daily except for Sundays | #H /A /1y — #HH, KBH = HE
and holidays” H = fmBGdaE GO (7318)
“The school year was divided into three | [FAVEEEANSRHIAI 1Tk NEROS
terms: April 1to Aug.31, Sep.1 to Dec.31, and | fE/NPUH —H =B HE=H =1 —H =&)L
Jan.1 to March 31.” (p.153) B2 PWH—-HIV/\A=T—Hi %
B AHA—-H3VTZA=t—RHE B2
B BE—-H—-HIV=H=1—Hi
HE “The teachers were almost always Japanese | [FFERESICITBEERBERN R <, BUAI
although some Palauans became teacher’s | #8CAHIC i) 2 /NREIRBE D RFFHRZH L.
aides.” (p.153) NZICHET 28 28R U/, B LLm CAH i
TBHIENTES.] (6755
MU, BEMH KNEROMBFEEIROK S
RELHBEDOT, BIFEERABREICKD B
TERZHRHAT %, (676FH)

HEHM | “To the Japanese, the purpose for educating | ARG/ HEYNFE— G IHGd Zvan 7 &/
Micronesian children was to “civilize” them | B/ F&E =R E MG T i B3/ ) Lok
and to make them loyal, unquestioning | =& ZHF V&l / HFEEHEKE IR I V=7 ) |
subjects of the Empire.” (p.153) (642E)

ML BRENEARRE B N B iEE
JSNET A (642D

WIFEXFR, | “There are twelve hours of Japanese | (%IBXEIZBIROT &)
language, five hours of arithmetic, three hours
of singing or physical education, one hour of
Japanese ethics, drawing and craftsmanship
per week.” (p.153)

24 XLI%E | “In the second and third years, the boys | (#%BXE 9 ZBIHD T &)

Rt took an hour of science and agriculture and
the girls were taught housekeeping and
sewing.” (p.153)
KRR e “For the better students, there was an option |  (#%IBXFE10ZBD T &)
&34 | of two additional years where they studied
advanced Japanese, agriculture, arithmetic,
natural science, craftsmanship, physical
education, housekeeping, geography of Japan
and the world and singing.” (p.153)

WEAIMk: | “In1926 the government opened a | [KRIEFTHERA +/SH MEESE—E
vocational education school for apprentice | DL TATAERBZERATHAIN A E ] (5485
woodworkers with students brought in from
all over Micronesia.” (p.156)

BN & "I was seven years old when I started my | (& <ICEl#7%& L)

SR first year in the Japanese school system. As

early as 5:00a.m., I would get my school
materials and my lunch and walk from
Ngchesar to Melekeok where students
Ngchesar went to school.” “The distance from
Nchesar™ to the school in Melekeok was about
45-minute walk and even longer during bad

weather.” (p.154)
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Ngerchelong® and Ngrard.” (p.154) ON) HIL RAERR:
(=) RUY 270
CR) 72 H I IWVIRNER (529-546F0)
e “We swear allegiance to the Japanese [NERRS ) H NS — G = BAE] 2oL 2 R/

Emperor and do calisthenics every morning.”

‘It was very interesting that even at the first
grade level, we were able to memorize
multiplication table.” (p.154)

S/ FEE BB T RN S bl
ZNAET IV S R T R o v=7 Y

(642H)

[EE, RN/ B/ W+ B & EE
JNEITRBA] (6428H)

[/ G =R ) B Bz —EBE5 7
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)Lk F15) (7298H)
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