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Policy Agenda and Local Assembly Reform in the North Kanto Region
Analysis of the Minutes of the Seven Major City Assemblies using Text-mining Approach
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Summary

The study focused on seven major assemblies of core or special cities in the North Kanto
region to analyze policy agendas and local assembly reform. The first part of the paper showed
two basic structures in the “local planning and project” field and the “assembly discussion and

responses to questions in the assembly” field, and four common challenges in the fields of
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“education”, “facility utilization and management” and “citizens’ collaboration” by extracting
policy agendas using text-mining approach applying to assembly members’ statements recorded
on the minutes.

The second part reviewed the results of the foregoing investigative reports to see how those
city assemblies addressed the reform which was the specific agenda and then made an another
analysis of the contents using the text data set shown on the first part. The analysis results revealed
local city assemblies in the North Kanto region did not always take a positive stance toward the

reform. The period and cases subject to the analysis remain to be addressed in the future.

Key words: local assembly, minutes, text mining, KH coder, core city
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