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A Study on Japanese Plain Civil Legal Terms Based
on Lay Understanding:
A Comparison of Explanations between Legal-Terminology
Dictionary and Japanese-Language Dictionary (First Part)
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Summary

This research shows how 98 civil legal terms are described in a Japanese-language
dictionary and a legal-terminology dictionary, in addition to the etymology of the terms. The 98
words are selected by our previous research on actual lay usage of the 234 civil legal words
which appeared in an introductory law textbook, using Balanced Corpus of Contemporary
Written Japanese provided by National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics. In this
paper we show the first 50 words and the rest 48 words will be shown in the next issue of the

journal.
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