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International Politics of the Nobel Prize:
The Nobel Peace Prize and Japan, Japanese Nominators after World War Il (1)
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Summary

There were Japanese nominators as well as nominees for the Nobel Peace Prize after World
War II. Those Japanese nominators recommended more Japanese and foreign individuals or
organizations after the war than before. The author already examined in another paper Toyohiko
Kagawa and Daisetz T. Suzuki, Japanese nominees recommended by Japanese nominators during
the period from 1945 to 1964 when the historical materials were available. Foreigners and
foreign organizations nominated by Japanese nominators were twelve individuals and five
organizations. Any individuals or organizations nominated by Japanese were not awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize. The individuals and organizations nominated more than once were Frank
Buchman, an American Christian evangelist (1951, 1952, 1953, 1956, 1959 and 1961),
Gertrude Baer and the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, a German-
American pacifist and the relevant organization (1955, 1956, 1957, 1958 and 1959), Margaret
Sanger, an American activist for birth control (1953 and 1960), and the Universal Esperanto
Association (1962 and 1963).

Most of the Japanese nominators are politicians and university professors. Some nominators
offered more than one recommendations. As seen in the case nominating Buchman, politicians
signed the nomination paper in their joint names, which would appear that they did as
participation in part of international nomination campaign. Such experience seems to have made

nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize more familiar to Japanese.

Keywords: the Nobel Peace Prize, the Nobel Committee, Frank Buchman, Gertrude Baer,
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, Margaret Sanger, Universal

Esperanto Association, Norway
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