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A Study on the Policies Promoting the Self-sustaining
Development of Downtown Area
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Summary

In late years the decline of “downtown area” has become pronounced throughout the nation.
Various vitalization measures are taken to work on the issue, but there are few success examples
due to many problems such as cost-effectiveness, profitability, continuity, and the roles of

operating bodies. The purpose of this study is to discuss the roles of operating bodies by
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analyzing the success examples in revitalizing projects of shopping areas serving as a dynamic
source of downtown and confirming requirements for success.

The common requirements for success are self-sustaining attitudes of merchants and local
people and establishment of “independence and continuity”. Merchants or major members of
shopping areas are required to work on their business proactively. Incorporated non-profit
organizations consisting of the community members as well as citizens also have important roles.
In cases where a public body such as a local government takes the initiative to work on the
revitalization project of a shopping area, active participation of merchants and handoff of the
project to those merchants or local people should be promoted so that they can play the main
role in the project with continued independence in future.
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