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An Attempt to Develop Students’ Motivation
to Practice English Communication on Campus
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Summary

This paper illustrates a pilot project conducted on our campus in the fall semester in 2013
to find out how to provide students with an opportunity to practice English in activities outside
the curriculum. First, we conducted a survey in the spring semester in 2013 to understand the

needs of the students. In the following semester, we opened “English Café”, a free English
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conversation lounge, on a trial base, in response to the results of the survey, and collected
comments from the lounge users about the usage and contents by placing a comment box.
Comments collected from the users shows that they have developed a positive attitude toward
English communication and increased the motivation to put English communication in practice,
which suggests that “English Café” may have contributed to improvement of their learning
environment outside the classroom. We also conducted SST (Standard Speaking Test) to
assess the speaking proficiency of the frequent lounge users by comparing their scores before
and after the use of “English Café”. Although this pilot project has some challenges to solve, such
as a reservation system, we will work toward full-scale implementation of the project in the

school year of 2014-2015 in response to the results of the pilot project.

Keywords: opportunity to communicate, opportunity to practice English, English Café,

development of motivation
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It's good time because we could speak English very much.

Lunch time is a little busy to have English Café.
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I hope we all have a happy new year.

Today, I think that I have to study more.
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