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Text-mining Analysis on the Minutes
of the 3 Major City Assemblies in Gunma
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Summary
In the study, the author focuses on three major city assemblies (Maebashi, Takasaki and Ota)

in Gunma Prefecture to analyze the contents of the minutes with the text-mining approach. The

statements at the plenary session to be analyzed included (1) questions from assembly members
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to the administration and (2) discussion among the assembly members and excluded
explanations from the administration and the chairperson’s statements. The study followed the
precedent study (Masuda 2012) and used Co-occurrence network analysis, hierarchical cluster
analysis and multidimensional scaling method (two dimensions) as analysis method.

The results of this study shows that policy issues each local assembly has are relatively
common and that they are the issues in the ‘children and education’ field and ‘social welfare’
-related field such as medical welfare and aged societies.

It also shows that merger-related words appeared in varying degrees in all assemblies during
the period of the great Heisei mergers and frequency and importance of appearance varies
depending on when and how many times the merger occurred.

Further analysis with increased cases would be expected to draw objective conclusions.

Keywords: Japanese local assembly, assembly minutes, text mining, KH coder, Gunma

prefecture
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