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Discourse Analysis of a False Confession of the Fukawa Case
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Summary

This paper takes up a wrongful conviction case known as the Fukawa case. The two
defendants of the case, Shoji Sakurai and Takao Sugiyama, were given life imprisonment for their
conviction of a murder-robbery, mainly based on the strength of confessions and eyewitness
accounts. Two confession statements were taken from Sakurai's 28 records of confessions. One
is his first confession statement with a policeman and the other is his second confession with a
prosecutor.

Sakurai made the first confession under the interrogation of a policeman on 15 October

1967. However, on 13 November 1967 Sakurai retracted his confession with a prosecutor of

717



KIBR F5E

the branch of the District Public Prosecutors’ Office where Sakurai was being investigated. A
veteran prosecutor was then called from the head prosecutor office to the local office to
investigate Sakurai. After that Sakurai made the second confession with the veteran prosecutor
on 19 December 1967.

In this paper I have compared these two confessions, the policeman’s record of the
confession statement and that of the prosecutor’s record, using the discourse analysis. The
policeman wrote the content of the interrogation in chronological order for the record of the
crime, using a narrative style. On the other hand, the prosecutor underlined the fairness of his
way of interrogation, with an effective use of questions and answers. It became evident that the
prosecutor wrote the record of investigation to be aware of a judge’s judgment. As the
confession played a critical role in the judgment in the Fukawa case, the prosecutor’s way of

writing might have had a crucial impact on the judgment.
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