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Process of Urban Landscape Formation and Landmark Function
— A Case Study in Kunitachi City, Tokyo —
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Summary

Urban landscape is formed and created over time through correlation between construction
elements including urban planning and individual buildings and natural elements including rivers

and trees lining the streets. Urban landscapes are sometimes changed by various decisions made
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over the long history. Especially in cities which maintain the favorable urban landscape, the local
governments and residents cooperate in seeking solutions in case of any events causing changes
in the urban landscape, and residents sometimes resort to legal actions in the absence of an
agreement.

This paper focused on Kunitachi City in Tokyo, where deliberate urban planning was
implemented to establish an academic town by adopting European garden city as the concept to
verify the process to form a favorable landscape and events which might impact on changes in
the landscape, to examine how to deal with the events and to analyze the significance of
landmark in landscape formation.

The study results demonstrate that residents in Kunitachi City made decisions in the process
of landscape formation, responding to social changes and based on urban planning and that they
spent a lot of time in discussions and made strenuous efforts to create favorable urban

environment and landscape.
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